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Superintendent’s Message

| don’t know about you, but I’'m still on Cloud 9, as a result of our
amazing Thanksgiving weekend success! | feel so proud to be a part
of such a dedicated, creative, professional, public-service oriented
crew of folks. Not only did our Starlight trains sell out this year, but
we had a full house most of the weekend, and some great media as
well. The trains ran like clockwork, the hot chocolate service was effi-
cient and delicious, the lights all worked and the decorations were
outstanding. But the best part was really the deluxe service provided
to all of our visitors. Everyone was made to feel very special, and
they’ll be back! Thank you to everyone who had a part in this great
weekend.

In other news, budget-induced service reductions have begun rolling
out, statewide. At Railtown, this means that beginning in January,
we’ll be closed every Tuesday & Wednesday, and workdays will be
moved to Fridays. Also, don'’t forget that the last workday of the year
is Tuesday, December 13th. Volunteer workdays will resume on Fri-
day, January 6th.

Given the budget situation, I'm sure that we will be facing lots of
changes and new challenges in 2012, but | feel confident that our
team of dedicated and innovative paid and volunteer staff will find a
way to take the challenges in stride, and keep the trains rolling.
Keep Calm and Carry On!
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Upcoming Volunteer Dates 2012
January 21%' Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner— invitations to follow
January 28" All-Hands Meeting 9-1 Jamestown Hall
February 4th New Volunteer Open House, plus
Roundhouse Work & Play Day (We’'ll pull out lots of the equip
ment, do some clean up, invite the public to watch, and have
some fun! Rain cancels. More to come)
February 11" New Volunteer Orientation 9-4 @ Jamestown Hall
February 18™ Telling the Railtown Story 10-3
February 19" GCOR Study Hall 12-4 @ Jamestown Hall
February 25" Telling the Railtown Story 10-3
March 3" Engine Crew Training 8-4 @ Jamestown Hall
March 4™ Engine Crew Training 8-Noon @ Railtown Noon-4
@ Jamestown Hall
March 10"  Telling the Railtown Story 10-3
March 17"  Telling the Railtown Story 10-3

In Memory

Long time former volunteer John Harmon Jr. passed away on November 21st at the
age of 94. Everyone knew him affectionately as ‘Gunny’, his nickname from being a
Former gunnery sergeant in the United States Marines, in WW2,

From Jim Mullin’s Sisters Joan & Jean

“Dear Friends, Thank you so very much for your kindness during our time of great sor- §
row. We also thank you for being concerned about Jim’s welfare and calling the Sheriff. ®
Jim loved Railtown and all the people there. He spoke of you often”

All 1 want for Christmas...... Lisa Smithson, Curator

Do you remember the many VHS tapes in the old volunteer library? Well, they are still here and unfor-
tunately are fast becoming ever more of an obsolete format. The collection itself is good. Many of the
titles are fascinating and range from documentary to fiction. If you have DVDs of movies shot here at
Railtown 1897, or other rail related items in DVD format, we are more than happy to accept them for
library use. Your donations of DVDs will be appreciated by everyone.

You Are Invited to our annual Railtown Holiday Party
You simply must attend! It’s been quite a year for the park. Come and en-
joy some fun and Christmas cheer with fellow volunteers and staff on Sun-
. day, December 18th, starting at 5:30pm at the Senior Center, 540 Green-
ley Road. Join in the fun with our wacky white elephant gift exchange.
Bring a funny, strange or unusual gift ($10 or $15 limit). This is also a pot
luck and Laverne is suggesting those whose last name starts with the let-
ters A-L bring Hors d’oeuvre’s. Those with the letters M-Z should bring a
salad or side dish. Turkey & Ham will be provided. If you are volunteering
that day, bring something easy and don’t worry about it! See you there!
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RAILTO 1897
State Historic Park

PO Box 1250
Jamestown, CA 95327
Return Service Requested TO:

Depot Store- (209) 984-3953

Docent Hotline- (209) 984-4408

Docent Site- http://railtown.team.parks.ca.gov/volunteers
Railtown Blog— www.railtown1897.wordpress.com

T
S

Railtown Paid and Volunteer Staff Contact Information
Newsletter submissions: RailtownNews@parks.ca.gov

(all area codes are 209)

Kim Baker, Park Superintendent 984-4622
George Sapp, Railroad Restoration Lead Worker (DSLE) 774-6368
Kevin Zimmerman, Asst. Railroad Operations Manager 557-0294
Lisa Smithson, State Park Curator | (DER) 984-3119
Ryan Richelson, Maintenance Supervisor 984-3115
Rob Buchanan, Park Maintenance Worker | 984-3115
Danny Taylor, Park Maintenance Assistant 984-3115
Dave Rainwater, Park Aid & Volunteer Coordinator 984-4408
Kevin Zimmerman, Engine Crew Caller 557-0294
Ron White, Stationmaster and Asst. Crew Caller for Car Hosts 551-7087
Carl Rudolph, Crew Caller Fire Patrol 586-9905
Laverne Coon, Special Assistant & Ticket Agent Caller 984-4408

kbaker@parks.ca.gov
gsapp@parks.ca.gov
kzimmerman@parks.ca.gov
Ismithson@parks.ca.gov
rrichelson@parks.ca.gov
rbuchanan@parks.ca.gov
dtaylor@parks.ca.gov
darainwater@parks.ca.gov
kzimmerman@parks.ca.gov
rbarryw@att.net
cakr@sonnet.com

Newsletter Available in Alternative Format on Request

WE'RE ON
FACEBOOK!




